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Gearing up for Reno 



About the Alliance



Family Farm Alliance Membership

• The “Reclamation States”



Alliance Federal Engagement

• 98 appearances before 
Congressional committees since 
2005

• Focus in the 117th / 118th Congress: 

DROUGHT, INFRASTRUCTURE, 
COLORADO RIVER & FOOD 
INSECURITY



Washington: My second home in 2023



Strong Washington State Leadership





Reclamation Roundtable 



IIJA / IRA Implementation

Reclamation:
• NEPA / NHPA Red Tape
• Capacity / Resources 
• Aging Infrastructure D&S



Colorado River Indian Tribes:
Agriculture and Water- Past, Present and Future 



Colorado River Initiative 

Agricultural water users dependent 
upon the Colorado River must be 
included as partners as Reclamation 
develops future long-term operating 
provisions on the River. 



The Demonization of Western Irrigated Agriculture 
& Alfalfa Production



Dan Keppen, P.E.
Executive Director 

Facing the Realities of Water Limitations in Western US for Forage Crops



a noted alfalfaphile



The “Land Desk” may be on to something…..



The View from Capitol Hill



The View from Capitol Hill



Dysfunction Junction



Shift in Power



Legislative Engagement

• S. 2160 - authorizes extraordinary operation and maintenance work 
for urban canals of concern (Senator Risch)

• S. 2169 - Watershed Results Act (Senator Wyden)

• S. 2247 - reauthorizes Reclamation to provide cost-shared funding to 
implement the endangered and threatened fish recovery programs 
for the Upper Colorado and San Juan River Basins (Senator 
Hickenlooper)

• S. 1118 - establishes the Open Access Evapotranspiration (OpenET) 
Data Program (Senator Cortez Masto)



Why you should be concerned about “OpenET” 

The 20 Farming Families Who Use More Water 
From the Colorado River Than Some Western States

November 9, 2023



The Rest of the Story



Demonization of Irrigated Agriculture 

“….a nonprofit newsroom that 
investigates abuses of power.”

IS GROWING FOOD NOW 
CONSIDERED TO BE 

“AN ABUSE OF POWER”?

 



Demonization of Irrigated Agriculture 
Uh-Oh, the World’s Biggest Climate 
Conference Just Became a Platform for Big 
Meat and Dairy
Influential meat and dairy industries prepare 
for a prominent role at the COP28 climate 
summit, according to recent documents.
by VegNews Editors 
November 29, 2023 

https://vegnews.com/vegan-news/cop28-climate-conference-big-meat-dairy-platform
https://vegnews.com/vegan-news/cop28-climate-conference-big-meat-dairy-platform
https://vegnews.com/vegan-news/cop28-climate-conference-big-meat-dairy-platform
https://vegnews.com/authors/vegnews-editors


Fire on the Mountain: 
Post-Wildfire Impacts on Water Delivery Systems



Watershed Management: PL-566

Astrid Martinez - USDA NRCS 
Conservation Planning and Technical 

Assistance Division Director



“Healthy Watersheds, Healthy Communities Act of 2023”



• PL-566 – Oversubscribed, 
underfunded.
• Emphasize “multiple benefits”
• Streamlined implementation of 

Conservation Title Programs
• Payment for Ecosystem Services
• “Climate Smart” Practices 

2023 Farm Bill Priorities for Family Farm Alliance



University Partnerships 
with Western Irrigated Agriculture

Sharon B. Megdal 
Director
Water Resources Research Center

?



“….the single greatest threat to 
the vitality of the region’s 

hydropower system we have ever 
faced.”

Scott Simms
CEO and executive director  

Public Power Council

GOP lawmakers ramp up pushback on 
Snake River dam deal still in the making 
Nov. 30, 2023 at 6:00 am Updated Nov. 30, 2023 at 6:00 am 

Lower Snake River Dams



Lower Snake River Dams



Regulatory Malfeasance



Keynote Speakers

Jessica Fox
Electrical Power 

Research Institute

Interior Principal Deputy 
ASWS Michael Brain 

Assistant Administrator, 
Office of Water, EPA 

Radhika Fox



CWA Exemption for Ditches and Drains



Friday Afternoon
“Tour”



dan@familyfarmalliance.org

THANK YOU!
Contact Info

mailto:dan@familyfarmalliance.org

